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THE JUBILEE YEAR 2025 - A HOLY
YEAR OF HOPE.

The Jubilee Year 2025, declared by Pope Francis, is a time
for renewal, reflection, and action — a Holy Year of Hope.
Rooted in the biblical tradition of jubilee, this special year
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/ emphasizes justice, liberation, and restoration, offering a
i/—/ profound opportunity to deepen our commitment to
combating human trafficking and supporting those who

have been marginalized and exploited.

\\—\ The theme of hope resonates deeply with RENATE's
mission. Human trafficking thrives on despair and exploit-

ation, targeting those who feel powerless and isolated. The Jubilee Year invites us to
renew our faith in the possibility of change, strengthening our resolve to build a world
where justice and compassion prevail. This is a time for unity, across all communities
of faith and action. By working together, we embody the essence of hope, showing
survivors and those at risk that they are not alone, and their voices matter.

Let us embrace the Jubilee Year 2025 as a powerful reminder of what we can achieve
together—hope renewed, justice pursued, and lives transformed.

RENATE TRAINING EVENT: TRAUMA AND MENTAL
HEALTH IN ANTI-HUMAN TRAFFICKING WORK.

From the 13th - 17th Novemlber 2024, 16 RENATE members gathered in Deurne, a suburb
of Eindhoven in the Netherlands, for an intensive and insightful training on trauma and
mental health for practitioners working in the field of anti-human trafficking.

The event began with a presentation by Ivonne van de Kar, RENATE Co-President, who
introduced the RENATE Europe Network, its mission, vision, values, and structure. lvonne
provided an overview of the nature and scope of human trafficking and sexual
violence in the Netherlands and explored the systems and practices in place to
address trafficking and support carers in this work.






KEY INSIGHTS FROM RENATE
MEMBER BRIAN O’'TOOLE ON
HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND CARE
FOR THE EARTH.

We are delighted to feature two powerful reports
by Brian O'Toole, RENATE Working Board Member
for Ireland and Director of the Presentation
Sisters Justice Desk. These reports provide
profound insights into two critical areas central
to RENATE's mission: human trafficking and
environmental care.
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1. Human Trafficking from a Faith and Justice Perspective:

This report brings together the voices and perspectives shared during an event at St.
Patrick’s Pontifical University, Maynooth, Co. Kildare. Through contributions from experts
like Sr. Abby Avelino, Dr. Ethna Regan, and Kevin Hyland, the report examines the vital
intersection of faith, justice, and the global fight against human trafficking.

Read the full report: Human Trafficking from a Faith and Justice Perspective

2. COP29 and the Care for the Earth:

This accessible and thought-provoking piece reflects on COP29, highlighting the
essential role of religious communities in environmental stewardship. Brian emphasizes
how climate change disproportionately affects marginalized populations, often
increasing their vulnerability to human trafficking.

Explore the insights: COP29 and the Care for the Earth
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Brian O'Toole for his —
dedication to these important issues. His work not only deepens

our understanding but also encourages meaningful action to
address these pressing challenges.

Dive into these insightful reports to discover more about the l

intersection of faith, justice, and care for the Earth.



https://sites.google.com/view/human-trafficking-a-faith-and-/home
https://sites.google.com/view/cop-29-azerbaijan/home
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UKRAINE: MORE THAN 1000 DAYS OF WAR

As the war in Ukraine persists, its devastating impact continues to displace millions and
heighten the risks of human trafficking. Significant population displacement, economic
instability, and the destruction of infrastructure have created fertile ground for
exploitation.

Ukraine in Numbers:
e 400,000 refugees fled to the EU in the first six months of 2024.
e 4.7 million people remain displaced within Ukraine.
e 11,973 civilians and 583 children have been killed.
e 19,546 children have been deported to Russia or occupied territories.
e 1,932 children are reported missing.
e 170,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) fled the east of Ukraine since August 2024
due to intensified bombings and front-line movements.
e 250,000 homes, 3,798 schools, and 1911 healthcare facilities have been destroyed.

This grim reality underscores the vulnerability of many Ukrainians to trafficking and
exploitation, as traffickers prey on those already suffering from displacement and
hardship.

Escalation of Human Trafficking Cases:

Reports from Ukraine’'s National Social
Service reveal a sharp rise in human
trafficking:

e 182 cases were documented in 2024 as of
December, up from 118 cases in 2023.

e 123 cases involved multiple types of
exploitation.

¢ 19 individuals were forced into armed
conflict, while 15 suffered labor
exploitation and 13 were sexually
exploited.

Experts at Caritas Ukraine emphasize that armed conflict, occupation, and civilian
captivity have amplified trafficking risks. “Traffickers know exactly who to target and how
to exploit individuals under stress,” says Natalia Holynska, Counter Trafficking Project
Manager at Caritas Ukraine.
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SOLWODI HUNGARY'’S
AWARENESS RAISING INITIATIVES,
NOVEMBER 2024.

November was a busy month for SOLWODI Hungary,
with key events and initiatives aimed at combating
human trafficking and supporting vulnerable
women and girls.

On November 12, 2024, SOLWODI Hungary
participated in a panel discussion at a conference
organized by the Hungarian Women's Lobby. The
event, held at the Budapest University of Jewish

Studies, focused on the 4Ps framework: Prevention, Protection, Prosecution, and Partnership
in the fight against human trafficking in Hungary. Reem Alsalem, UN Special Rapporteur on
Human Trafficking and Violence Against Women, served as the keynote speaker, presenting
her findings and reports on violence against women and girls.

During the panel discussion and subseqguent workshops, SOLWODI Hungary representatives
exchanged views on the current state of human trafficking in Hungary. They shared best
practices with other anti-trafficking organizations, national helpline operators, police, and
social workers, fostering fruitful conversations. A key outcome of the conference was the
development of plans for an upcoming interfaith dialogue focused on preventing and
combating trafficking and sexual exploitation.

On November 15, 2024, SOLWODI Hungary visited Patrona Hungariae, a Catholic girls’ school
in Budapest, as part of a recurring engagement. Sister Klarissza SSND invited the team to
raise awareness about human trafficking and sexual exploitation. The workshop, attended
by girls aged 16-18, featured constructive discussions and numerous questions, reflecting
the students’ active engagement. This initiative aims to empower young women with
knowledge to help prevent victimization.

Finally, SOLWODI Hungary began collecting Christmas gift bags for women and girls
involved in street prostitution. Last year’s efforts resulted in the distribution of 34 bags filled
with thoughtful items, including chocolates, homemade cakes, handwritten cards, warm
clothing, candles, and other small gifts. This years goal was to replicate last year's success
and bring a moment of care and kindness to those in vulnerable circumstances during the
holiday season.



)

o — ) W -
RENATE'S MISSION TO END HUMAN TRAFFICKING



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpwcDgvKcBY&t=2s
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Trust God
Talk to Him amnd
all your needs
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OUR THANKS TO THE
CONRAD N. HILTON
FOUNDATION

RENATE IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY THE
CONRAD N. HILTON FUND FOR SISTERS.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS
SUPPORT!
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https://www.contrelatraite.org/docs_prevention_traite
https://www.contrelatraite.org/docs_prevention_traite
https://alliancetoendhumantrafficking.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/2024_11-Stop-Trafficking-EN.pdf
https://alliancetoendhumantrafficking.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2024_12-Stop-Trafficking-EN.pdf
https://alliancetoendhumantrafficking.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2025_1-Stop-Trafficking-EN.pdf
https://daten2.verwaltungsportal.de/dateien/seitengenerator/0832ea4e327556b1629db18c84df6f0f186819/Newsletter_No_142_Dezember_2024.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/hiltonfoundation/conrad-n-hilton-foundation-catholic-sisters-initiative-2024-year-end-newsletter?e=db619b51e8

