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TALITHA KUM - INTERNATIONAL
ACTIVITIES REPORT YEAR 2017
TALITHA KUM INTERNATIONAL (Rome office)
Structure
Talitha Kum International is a project of the International Union of Superiors General, in
collaboration with the Union of Superiors General. The coordinator of this project is Sr. Gabriella
Bottani, smc.
As of 31 December, 2017, Talitha Kum includes a networks of 22 members in 76 different countries.
Talitha Kum networks are organized in many different ways, each respecting the various realities and
always referring to their respective Conferences of Women and Men Religious. Mainly composed by
women religious, the networks have experienced a growth of religious and lay collaborators among
their members. Talitha Kum networks work together, whenever possible, with other ecclesial,
governmental and non-governmental organizations committed against human trafficking. Their
actions are guided by the Gospel values, following the guidelines of the Church’s Social Doctrine. They
are committed in promoting preventative actions, protection and social reinsertion of those victims of
trafficking.
International Coordination: Based at the UISG in Rome, Talitha Kum International Coordination
Office consists of a coordinator supported by an International Coordination Committee (TKICC). The
TKICC is composed of women religious from different geographic areas who have been chosen by local
networks and approved by the UISG Presidency, in dialogue with National and Continental
Conferences of Religious:
Sr. Gabriella Bottani, smc (Talitha Kum Rome); Sr. Adeline Abamo, sds – Asia; Sr. Patricia Nnenna
Ebegbulem, ssl – Africa; Sr. Carmela Gibaja Esquerdo, hag – Latin America; Sr. Noelene Robyn
Simmons, sm – Oceania; Sr. Nicole Rivard,
ola – North America (Canada); Sr. Ann
Oestreich, ihm– North America (USA); Sr.
Imelda Poole, ibvm (Europe)
From 19-23 June, 2017, TKICC held its first
meeting in Rome. The meetings

are

scheduled

and

on

a

quarterly

basis

Meeting of the Talitha Kum International Coordination Committee
Rome, 19-23 June, 2017

organized by video-conferencing.
International Partners of Talitha Kum are the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development:
Migrants & Refugees Section; the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life: Women Section, the Santa Marta
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Group, the International Organization for Migration, Caritas Internationalis, the World Union of
Catholic Women’s Organizations, the Jesuit Refugees Service, the Pontifical Universities and Catholic
Universities. Talitha Kum / UISG maintains good relations with some embassies to the Holy See,
including Peru, Ireland, Great Britain, Australia and United States.
International Awards:
During the International Meeting for humanitarian Causes and Values “Terra Giusta 2017” (from 4-8
April), the city of Fafe (Portugal) awarded the worldwide commitment of Talitha Kum against
trafficking in persons. Sr. Carmen Elisa Bandeo (Talitha Kum, Rome) represented the network,
together with sr. Maria D'Orey Manoel and sr. Julieta Mendes, of CAVITP, the Portuguese member
network of Talitha Kum.

Talitha Kum activities (Rome)
Reporting human trafficking; Freeing victims of human trafficking: Talitha Kum Rome had an
active role at the International Organization for Migration in helping victims to report, monitoring the
release and repatriation of 15 Cameroonian girls trafficked in Kuwait and the report of a Ghanaian girl
trafficked in Jordan (still in progress).
Formation:
First Formation Course for Talitha Kum Leaders: During 2017, the first formation course for Talitha
Kum leaders of inter-congregational networks committed against human trafficking was designed. To
this end, a working group consisting of representatives from the Pontifical University Antonianum and
from Talitha Kum was formed. It included Prof. Ivan Colagé and Dr. Paolo Cancelli of the Pontifical
University Antonianum and Sr. Gabriella Bottani and Dr. Stefano Volpicelli of Talitha Kum. During the
year, the news of this course was spread and the teachers and candidates were selected. This was the
first time academics and Talitha kum worked together. The initiative stemmed from the desire of
combining the needs of academics and workers on the field. Its goal was to promote better training for
those working on the field and encourage academics to pay more attention to what knowledge is and
should be available to workers facing complicated issues as human trafficking.
Formation to support

struggling networks: Namugongo (Uganda) 22-27 October, 2017; Nairobi

(Kenya) 3-4 November, 2017.
Talitha Kum Training Manual: In 2017, Talitha Kum Training Manual was translated into Spanish,
French and Portuguese. The manual is now available on the website of Talitha Kum under resources.
Requests to organize the Talitha Kum formation course: In 2017, the Conference of Religious of Ghana,
Cameroon, Mozambique and Caribbean islands made an official request to organize a training course
to support the already existing networks (Ghana and Cameroon) and create a new one in Mozambique
and Caribbean islands. In Ghana, the first country to ask, the course was scheduled for 12-17 March,
2018.
Statements: On 30 July, 2017, Talitha Kum International worked with its main partners to issue a
statement on human trafficking on the occasion of the UN World Day against Trafficking in Persons.
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Communications: In 2017, Talitha Kum introduced two new tools of communication: online circular
letters and video conferences. These new tools support social media and direct communication though
personal relationships.
To better understand Talitha Kum dynamics of internal communication both among networks and
between them and the office in Rome, a survey was carried out from 19 June to 20 July. It aimed to
gather data to examine the existing ties among the different networks. The results of the survey are
shown in the below graphics.

The results show the type of ties existing between the networks and Talitha Kum Rome, identifying
strongly tied networks and weakly tied networks.1 The results of this survey have become the starting
point of a project aiming to improve our communications and create a Talitha Kum database. This
project that we are currently developing has been designed in collaboration with the Social Sciences
department of the Gregorian Pontifical University.
Database: In June 2017, the Talitha Kum database project was launched. At the end of the year, the
preparatory phase was completed, as well as the creation and compilation of the 2015 personal data
files.
The International Day of Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking (IDPHT): Talitha
Kum, on behalf of UISG and USG, is responsible for the coordination of the IDPHT Committee.2
The IDPHT programme for 2017 invited us to focus on the topic of the trafficking of boys, girls and
adolescents. Stories of girls and boys victims of trafficking were gathered for the study. These
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testimonies were sent by care homes for trafficked children from the following countries: Australia,
Philippines, India, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Slovakia, Lithuania, Italy, Colombia and Bolivia. All the stories
received were collected through Talitha Kum local networks. They were translated and made available
via the website (www.preghieracontrotratta.org). Some of them, one for each continent, were
rewritten by Gianpaolo Trevisi, author of Fogli di Via. He adapted the stories into tales, providing us
with words which deeply touch our being. These words allow us to get to know the dramatic
experiences of these children and adolescents without losing hope. All the material prepared,
including the prayer vigil’s text, was translated into 5 languages and made available on the IDPHT
website. It was also posted on social media, shared by the press and broadcasted on the radio.
Three press releases were issued to present the IDPHT. The first one on 22 November, 2016 in order
to introduce the theme of the International Day of Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking;
the second one on 8 January to launch the website and present the prayer vigil’s text; the third one at
the end of January to announce the press conference. The press conference was held on 1 February,
2017 at 11.00 am at the Foreign Press Association room. They attended the event: Sr. Carmen Sammut,
UISG president, Sr. Gabriella Bottani, cms, coordinator of the day, Sr. Rosalia Caserta, fdp, who works
with adolescents victims of trafficking in Catania, Iana Matei, Reaching Out Romania and Gianpaolo
Trevisi, writer and director of the police school in Peschiera. 15 journalists of different radios,
newspapers and TV channels attended the press conference.
During the week of 8 February, 2017, the following events were held:
The seminar “They just are children! Not slaves Women’s voices on trafficking in children and
adolescents”. This in-depth seminar was held on 3 February, 2017 in partnership with the Gregorian
Pontifical University. An international audience of 100 people attended the event, including religious
women and men, lay people from different organizations involved in the fight against human
trafficking.
Showing of the film “Talking to the Trees” and dialogue with the director Ilaria Borrelli at Casa del
Cinema (Rome), on 3 February at 8.30 pm. This event was organized in partnership with SIGNIS e
NIBI - Neri Italiani. The film “Talking to the Trees”, which is set in Cambodia, depicts the trafficking of
minors for sexual exploitation. It was chosen because of its language easily understood by a young
audience of adolescents.
On 8 February, 2017, a group of 20 volunteers attended the General Audience of Pope Francis held in
the Paolo VI room.
All around the world, many dioceses, parishes, groups, also of different faiths, decided to take part in
this initiative by celebrating the IDPHT.
In some countries, besides the vigil of prayer, other reflection activities were held in order to raise
awareness. In the Philippines, South Africa and Nigeria, marches and processions were organized. In
Thailand, preventative meetings took place in catholic schools. In Brazil, many activities were
performed to raise awareness in the schools through social projects and catholic media. In Australia
and Italy, seminars and formation meetings were held.
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2018 edition: In October 2017, the theme for the IDPHT 2018 was introduced: “Migration without
Trafficking. Say Yes to Freedom. No to Slavery”. It was presented during the seminar “Migration and
Trafficking” held at LUMSA University on 28 November, 2017. During the seminar, moderated by the
journalist Paola D’Angelo, presenters included: prof. Francesco Vacchiano, Senior Researcher at the
Institute of Social Sciences and Anthropology at the University of Lisbon, Dr. Teresa Albano, expert of
migration and trafficking, Blessing Okinedon, author of the book “Il Coraggio della Libertà” and Sr.
Inma Gala, person responsible for the migrants centre of the Diocese in Tanger (Morocco). In the
afternoon, the participants attended artistic workshops with the aim of reflecting on the morning
session’s topics. During the workshops, different ways of expression were used, including theatre,
dance, comics and words.
122 people attended the seminar and afternoon workshops, including young Italians and young people
who had experience of migration and trafficking.
The material produced was made available on the website of the event and posted on social media.

Homepage of the following website: www.preghieracontrotratta.org

Global Migration Compact:
Talitha Kum had an active role in the study group organized by the Migrants and Refugees Section to
support the Global Migration Compact. Besides, on 5 September, 2017 Sr. Gabriella Bottani attended
the 5th Thematic Section of the Consultations for the "Global Migration Compact" and issued a
statement in agreement with VIVAT International.
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Talitha Kum International attended the following events:
 Seminar: “They just are children! Not slaves. Women’s voices on trafficking in children and
adolescents” held on 3 February, 2017 at the Gregorian Pontifical University. Sr. Gabriella
Bottani gave a speech on the topic of “The Complexity of the Phenomenon: Real-life scenarios
and plots”.
 Pre-forum workshop: The VI International Forum on "Migration and Peace -Integration and
Development: From Reaction to Action" promoted by the Scalabrini International Migration
Network took place at the Palace of Saint Callixtus (Vatican state) from 20-22 February, 2017.
Sr. Gabriella made a remark on “Trafficking and Migration”.
 Conference “Too small the World: Catholic Sisters as Global Missionaries” held at the
University of Notre Dame (Indiana – USA) and organized by CUSWHA Centre. On 7 April 2017
Sr. Gabriella gave a speech on the topic of “The contribution of the Missionary Sisters to
addressing human trafficking as a form of modern-day slavery”.
 Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation
Course: “Slavery of the XXI century, New
Threats to the Human Dignity” organized
by the Pontifical University Antonianum.
On 12 April, 2017, Sr. Gabriella Bottani
made a remark on “Promoting the
formation of new regional networks in
cooperation against trafficking in human
beings”.

Casina Pio IV, 15 June, 2017
Sr. Gabriella Bottani with Blessing Okinedon

 International Debate on Corruption hosted by the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human
Development and held at the Casina Pio IV (Vatican state) on 15 June, 2017. A Talitha Kum
group, led by Sr. Gabriella Bottani promoted an active reflection together with representatives
from USMI network against trafficking and RENATE.
 Study Day: "Frances Cabrini, patron saint of immigrants: a saint for today" held on 1 December
at the Palace of Saint Callixtus (Vatican state) organized by the Women Section of the Dicastery
for Laity, Family and Life. Sr. Gabriella Bottani spoke on the theme “ The fight to free them”.
Meetings of Religious Congregations and/or International Union of Superiors General:
Sr. Gabriella Bottani:
Missionaries of Africa and the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa: 15 February
Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate: 5 March
Comboni Missionaries of the Heart of Jesus: 15 March
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Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus: 21 June
Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart: 13 July
Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit: 8 September
Comboni Missionary Sisters : 14-15 September
Association of Africans serving in General Councils: 11 November
Sr. Adeline Abamo:
UISG Delegates Assembly– Manila: 9 November

Talitha Kum Formation Course– Namugongo (Uganda) 26 October, 2017
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TALITHA KUM IN THE CONTINENTS
AFRICA
In Africa, there are five networks in fifteen different countries.
COSUDOW and ANATH in Nigeria
Person of reference: Sr. Agatha Osarenkoe (President of the Nigerian Conference of Women Religious)
Counter trafficking in persons (CTIP)
Person of reference: Sr. Melanie O’Connor
Talitha Kum West Africa French Network
Person of reference: Sr. Yvonne Bambara
The African continent is one of Talitha Kum geographical priorities. For this reason, during the course
of 2017 the coordination of Talitha Kum Rome has spent most of its time promoting and coordinating
the formation of new networks, as well as strengthening the existing ones in the African continent.
During the meeting in June, the TKICC decided to organize the networks of Talitha Kum in Africa in five
regions: English-speaking Central Africa, South Africa, Eastern Africa, French-speaking Africa and
North Africa. The process for selecting a person of reference for each region was started. This request
was made by African women religious because of the difficulties they experienced on a local level, as
well as for communications, trying to respect the existing organization of local and regional
conferences of religious women and men in Africa.
At present, Talitha Kum has contact with women religious committed against trafficking directly
through the National Conferences of Women and Men Religious.

Activities coordinated by Talitha Kum Rome in Africa:
Uganda – Kenya: From 20 October to 5 November, Sr. Gabriella Bottani met with 8 people, including
the coordinators of the Association of Religious in Uganda (ARU) and Kenya (AOESK), several religious
men and women with their partners who are actively involved in the fight for justice, peace and
especially against human trafficking. These meetings aimed to present the new organization chart and
working method promoted by Talitha Kum, the gathering of information, the listening of the local
networks’ needs in order to reorganize the networks’ work in the Eastern African region. During her
stay in Uganda, Sr. Gabriella Bottani attended a five-day formation course for women religious who
wished to commit against trafficking. In Kenya, she facilitated a workshop for leaders of religious
congregations who committed themselves against trafficking and desired to improve their way of
working in networks. She also led a formation day organized by the Coalition of Religious Concerned
about Human Trafficking in Kenya. 40 participants, including lay and religious men and women,
attended the meeting.
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Ghana: Planning, scheduling and fund-raising for the Talitha Kum formation course in Ghana.
Mozambique, Cameroon and Malawi: During the year, we had an intense correspondence with the
presidency of the Conferences of Religious in Mozambique, Cameroon and Malawi that led to the
following outcome:
Mozambique: On 27 November, 2017, the Conference of Religious in Mozambique submitted an
official request to join Talitha Kum. This request expresses the desire of many women and men
religious who are already carrying out activities of prevention and assistance for the victims of
trafficking in Mozambique.
Cameroon: The Conference of Religious in Cameroon accepted the request made by networks of
women religious already committed against trafficking to take on this commitment as Conference of
Religious. The network will be part of the Justice and Peace group of the Conference. Considering that
the current network is very busy working in the English-speaking Cameroon, the Conference officially
requested to Talitha Kum to encourage the formation of women religious in the French-speaking area.
Malawi: The desire of Talitha Kum, Caritas and World Union of Catholic Women Organisation to work
on a joint project led to a correspondence between Talitha Kum and the Conference of Women and
Men Religious in Malawi, that decided to support this pilot project.

The meeting held on 25 May, 2017 and organized by the Conference of Religious in Cameroon to support Talitha Kum in the country.
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AMERICA
North America:
In North America, there are two networks in two countries.
The US Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking (USCSAHT) liaisons with the congregations
present at the United Nations in New York. Sr. Jean Quinn, Executive Director of UNANIMA
International (registered status with the UN ECOSOC) is a member of the Coordination team of the US
national network and the Talitha Kum person of reference at the United Nations. She fosters the
relations between Talitha Kum International and the different organizations committed against human
trafficking which are connected with religious congregations. Talitha Kum especially works and
partners with Mercy International, Good Shepard International and Vivat International.
Person of reference and Talitha Kum representative in the US: Sr. Ann Osterreich.
Comité d'action Contre la Traite Humaine Interne et Internationale (CATHII), French-speaking
Canada.
Person of reference and Talitha Kum representative in the French-speaking Canada: Sr. Nicole
Rivard.
Latin America
In Latin America, there are five networks present in fifteen countries.
Red KAWSAY
Person of reference for the South: Sr. Maria Silvia Oliveira
Person of reference for the Bolivian countries: Sr. Maria Isabel Chávez
Red TAMAR:
Person of reference: Sr. Sandra Hernandez
Red RAMÁ: (Central America)
Person of reference: Sr. Carmela Gibaja Izquierdo
Red RAHAMIN
Person of reference: Sr. Ma Luisa Carmen Ugarte Garcia
Rede UN GRITO PELA VIDA
Person of reference: Sr. Ana (Belén) Verissimo
Regional Coordination: In Latin America, there is the CLAR - Commission against human
trafficking, a group formed by female coordinators of the Latin American networks and CLAR Confederation of Religious in Latin America and the Caribbean. The commission meets annually to
examine the different realities, share on experiences, discuss information, plan joint actions and
support the creation of new networks in the region, in partnership with the CLAR. The commission
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meets once a year. Networks in Latin America perform activities in border regions and developed
travelling groups to cope with the complex situation in the Amazon. Latin American networks are
represented in Repam, the Pan Amazonian network.
Person of reference and Talitha Kum representative in Latin America: Sr. Carmela Gibaja Izquerdo,
coordinator of Red Ramà.
In 2017, a new possibility of sharing information between North America and Latin America occurred
when some women religious from North America attended a seminar held on 18-20 August, 2017 in
Bogotá, Colombia. This was an important step forward establishing a continental coordination in the
Americas.

Coordination and planning meeting held on 14 June, 2017 and organized by Red Kawsay Argentina

Asia:
In Asia, there are three networks present in nineteen countries.
Asian Movement of Religious Working against Trafficking (AMRAT)
Person of reference: Sr. Arpan Carvalho
Talitha Kum South East Asia
Person of reference: Sr. Kanlaya Trisopa
Talitha Kum East Asia
Person of reference: Sr. Adeline Abamo
Starting from July 2017, networks in Asia started a process of Asian coordination of networks.
Promoted by Talitha Kum International and coordinated by Sr. Adeline Abamo. this process is carried
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www.talithakum.info
out by video-conferences which are also attended by the Talitha Kum International coordinator.
During the meetings, they decided to reorganize the networks into Talitha Kum South East Asia and
Talitha Kum East Asia. Currently, Talitha Kum East Asia still does not have a person of reference and is
coordinated directly by Sr. Adeline Abamo, who is Talitha Kum representative in the continent.
Asian networks have to face many challenges. Both internally and internationally, South-eastern and
southern regions continue to be the main origin areas of victims of trafficking.
At the end of 2017, Asian southern region started a reflection on how to reorganize the AMRAT, whose
members are mainly based in India. Until 2105, the AMRAT acted as a reference network promoting
formation and networking with other networks from bordering countries. Today, because of the
difficulty of getting entry visa to India, they are called to address the need of rethinking the region’s
organization with new criteria.
Regional meetings held in 2017:
Thailand (Hua Hin – Prachaupkirikhan), from 12-16 November, 2017: Talitha Kum Southeast e
Talitha Kum East Asia. Representatives from 14 countries attended the meeting.
India (Bangalore), from 7-10 November, 2017: IX AMRAT Annual General Meet. 100 women religious
from India and Sri Lanka attended the meeting.

Work in groups during the IX AMRAT Annual General Meet. Bangalore 7-10 November, 2017
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Middle East
During the course of 2017, Talitha Kum started a reflection on how to meet the request submitted by
the networks, especially from Africa, South Asia and Southeast Asia, to perform activities against
trafficking in Middle East. This reflection resulted in the creation of the“ Wells of Hope” project, aiming
to get to know the reality in Middle East and in Muslim-majority countries (Asia and North Africa) on
the Mediterranean Basin and to understand their needs. This project will allow Talitha Kum to select
human resources (especially consecrated women and Muslim women) who are interested in working
to promote actions against human trafficking on the field, following Talitha Kum criteria. The project,
that has already been approved, will be implemented in 2018.

Europe:
In Europe, there are 5 networks present in 27 countries.
Comissão de Apoio às Vitimas do Tráfico de Pessoas (CAVITP)
Person of reference: Sr. Maria D'Orey Manoel
Act to Prevent Trafficking (APT)
Person of reference: Sr. Geraldine Mac Carthy
USMI network against trafficking
Person of reference: Sr. Azia Cairano
The United Response Against Trafficking (URAT)
Person of reference: Sr. Imelda Poole
Religious in Europe Networking Against Trafficking and Exploitation (RENATE)
Person of reference: Sr. Imelda Poole
The networks’ structure in Europe includes four national networks and one continental network –
RENATE, with membership from 27 countries, including the countries with one national organization.
From 6-11 November, 2017, RENATE held a continental meeting in Malta. 21 representatives from 21
countries attended it.
In 2017, Talitha Kum International was particularly engaged with the two following networks in
Europe:


CAVITP in Portugal, in order to organize the national meeting held in Lisbon from 17-19
February, 2017 and to attend the international meeting “Terra Giusta” on 4-5 April organized
by the city of Fafe. In this occasion, the city awarded the worldwide commitment of Talitha
Kum against trafficking in persons.



USMI network against trafficking in Italy. Talitha Kum International attended several meetings
and the USMI conference held in Rome from 11-13 October, 2017, thus fostering the
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partnership between the Italian and international network, while still respecting their
different roles. During the conference, Talitha Kum promoted the presentation of the book
written by Sr. Dorothy Ezeh on the prostitution in Europe of women and girls coming from Edo
State, in southern Nigeria. On 14 October, 2017, Sr. Gabriella Bottani, smc participated in a
round table on human trafficking during the Festival of the Mission held in Brescia.

Oceania:
In Oceania, there are two networks present in two countries.
Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans (ACRATH)
Person of reference: Sr. Noeline Simmons
New Zeeland Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans (NZRATH)
Person of reference: Sr. Gemma Wilson.
Pacific Islands
In the second half of 2017, after a request submitted by some religious congregations, Talitha Kum
Rome exchanged a correspondence with the Association of Religious Women and Men from Papua
New Guinea, Fiji Islands and Tonga to discuss the possibility of organizing a Talitha Kum formation
course in the region.
This activities report was drawn up by Sr. Gabriella Bottani, smc
Rome, 12 January, 2018

Talitha Kum Training Manual pg. 91: “The Intensity: the degree of in/formality of the relationship between members
determines the strength of a network. They can then be distinguished between strongly tied networks and weakly tied ones.
The strength or weakness in this case does not refer in any way to the effectiveness of the network, but measures only the
connection among the members. The strongly tied networks are those where the collaboration is activated almost
automatically when a common goal must be pursued (there is a person in need of assistance, there is a principle or a right to
defend etc.). The agencies called upon to deal with issues related to the protection of the victim and prosecution of the
traffickers have an established pattern of response, which is activated as soon as one of the agencies comes across to the
person.
In weakly-bound networks members establish contacts without having a common goal, they merely exchange information.
An example can be the organization of conferences or for activities related to the discussion of a phenomenon, in this case the
trafficking of persons.. ”
2 The Committee members are: Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, the Migrants and
Refugees Section of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, Vatican Academy of Sciences, Caritas
Internationalis, International Union of Catholic Women Associations, Jesuit Refugee Service.
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